The Bloody
story. Mr Pollock, in Ms masterly survey of the Godfrey
case, notes very truly that Prance's evidence on his first
confession was " as decisive and consistent In form as after
constant repetition, recantations and renewed asscverance,"
Moreover, his evidence is detailed and elaborate. He
satisfied the judge and jury, I think rightly, that he was
actor, art and part, in Godfrey's murder, and was telling
them facts that he knew at first hand.
And that Prance was In a position to know many of the
things he said he knew seems certain. He is spoken of as
a perjurer and a sort of hireling of the enthusiastic dissenter
Gates, whereas in truth and in fact he was a Roman Catholic
and a silversmith, or some say a goldsmith, in Princess
Street, Covent Garden, patronized by the Queen and making
candles and images for the Jesuits and their wealthy patrons,
Prance never became a Crown witness from any hatred or
distaste of the Catholic religion. And though according
to historical writers he by his perjuries helped to consign
innocent Catholics and Jesuit priests to the scaffold, yet In
after life, when James IL came to his own, Mr Prance was
not a persona ingrata to the Court or to the Jesuit priests.
It is true that finally he pleaded guilty to perjury and
stood in the pillory for a while. This was necessary to
clear the Catholic party of complicity in the murder of
Godfrey. A sentence of whipping was remitted*
If James and his advisers had really believed that Prance
had perjured himself in this and other cases, and thereby
murdered several innocent Catholics, they would hardly
have treated him with such leniency, Titus Gates got no
mercy. But Prance was a Catholic. Still, even then it
seems hardly possible that the man would have been received
into favour again if he was both murderer and perjurer*
But if, as he tells us, the murder was a political one, planned
by the priests, Girald and Kelly, under whose orders he
acted, then his future good fortune is comprehensible*
The Jesuit writers all have a kindly word for Prance,
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